
Messaqe Studv Notes 'Jesus - The Good Shepherd at Sukkot"

Iohn L0

L "I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen
by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber.

Fatse teachers are in the spottight here. (Matthew 2313)

2 The man who enters by the gate ts the shepherd of his sheep.
3 The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his

voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.
By speaking Truth, he leads them out of themsetves and to Christ.

Pointing them not toward retigion, but toward The Good Shepherd. lohn 8:31,32

4lVhen he has brought out aII his own, he goes on ahead of them, and
hfs sheep follow him because they know his voice.

Guiding by example, using Christ and the Word as the onty compass.
5 But they wiII never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from
him because they do not recognize a stranger's voice."

Fottowers of Christ wi[[ discern when bibticaI truth is not being presented.

They witt reject it, and run from it. lCorinthians 618,l0l4,llimothy 611 , 21imothy 2:22

GJesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he
was telling them. (lCorinthians 2J4)

7 Therefore Jesus said again, "l teII you the truth, I am the gate for the
sheep.

gate'. portat, entry, door, the way/passage-to. (John 14:6)

B All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep
did not listen to them. Ezekiel 34:2,10
9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me wiII be saved. He will come
in and go out, and find pasture.

It is through me onty that a man can have a lawful entrance into the ministry;

and it is through me atone that mankind can be saved. - Adanclarkeconnentary

IO The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that
they may have life, and have it to the full.
Jesus' doctrine leads to to life, the doctrine offalse teachers leads to death.

ll "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for
the sheep.
12 The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he

sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the
wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. Matthew 7:15, 10:16

,ls not my word like fire," declares the LORD,

"and like a hammer thatbreoks a rockin pieces?" Jeremiah 23229

The Word of God is the oxygen of the biblical Christian's life.

13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for
the sheep.

Unwilling to confront poisonous and deadly false teaching.

Revelation 2:14-2o,The churches at Pergamum and Thyatira.
First permitting what the Bibte says is "wrong"...to be regarded as "right"

Then permitting what the Bibte says is "wrong".....to be taught as "right"

lsaiah 5:20,21 Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness

for light and light for darkness, who put brttur for sweet and sweet for bitter.

l[oe to those who are wise in their own eyes and clever in their own sight.

Forgiveness is not a "cheap grace which fustifies the sin,

but the costly grace that justifies the repentant sinner-tt

Dietrich Bonhoeff er, fhe Cost of Discipleship

14 "l am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me-
L5 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father-- and I lay down

my life for the sheep.
LG I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them
also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one

shepherd. The Gentiles. Matthew 28:19,20

L7 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life-- only to
take it up again.

Hebrews 5:7 ,8 1uring the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up

prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save

him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission.

Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered

18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have
authonty to lay it down and authonty to take it up again. This command I
received from my Father."

Jesus' death was whotty votuntary. Anyone can lay down his [ife, but only

the Son of the Father coutd, at witt, resume His existence. He was acting

on a divine ptan that invotved a supreme sacrifice and a manifestation

of divine power. - MercillTenney, The Expositor's Bible Commentary

See John 5:r8, )ohn V44,lo}ara 8:59, |ohn ro:39

Jesus was not a helpless pawn on history's chessboard'
- Edwin fllun, fhe Bible Knowledge Connentary-

Lg At these words the Jews were again divided.
At words that were so contradictory to the "poputar" betiefs of the day

2O Many of them said, "He is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why
listen to him?"
2L But others said, "These are not the sayings of a man possessed by a

demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?"


